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Baptists  seizing  Afghan  opportunities 


survives  only  44  years. 

Factor  in  a  four-year 
famine  and  20  years  of 

Klitical  turmoil,  and  you 
ve  a  country  in  such  ter¬ 
rible  condition  that  people 
are  forced  to  feed  on  stub¬ 
by  grass  and  locusts. 

Lakes  have  evaporat¬ 
ed,  leaving  cracked  val¬ 
leys  of  mud.  Emaciated 
animals,  the  few  to 
escape  slaughter,  stumble 
about  in  search  of  brittle 
sticks  of  grass. 

Before  the  events  of 
Sept.  11  sent  Afghanistan 
into  an  even  deeper 
downward  spiral, 

jhans  already  were 
rering  in  dire  economic 
1  political  conditions. 
'Afghanistan  has  two 
wheat  harvests," 

explained  a  worker  who 
is  focused  on  an 
unreached  people  group 

a  - "rc _ 


lion  refugees  from  Afghanistan 
and  surrounding  countries  are 
flooding  towarcT Pakistan,  flee¬ 
ing  the  war  and  the  worst 
drought  in  30  years. 

No  aid  agencies  are  able  to 
work  inside  Afghanistan.  All 
surrounding  countries  have 
closed  their  borders,  setting  the 
stage  for  a  humanitarian  disas¬ 
ter  of  horrifying  proportions, 
aid  workers  say. 

Heightening  the  urgency  for 
Southern  Baptist  workers,  of  si 
course,  is  the  fact  that  virtually 
none  of  the  refugees  whose 
lives  are  in  danger  has  heard 
the  Good  News  of  forgiveness 
and  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ. 

As  conditions  in  the  region 
change;  hgwvw,  Southern 

Baptists  will  have  tremendous  the  first  harvest  they  were 

opportunities  t_  - 

Good  News  o.' - 1'_  1 — 

minister  to  people  in  crisis. 

Dire  Straits  next  to  nothing."' 

Afghanistan  is  a  place  where  The  World  F 
in  a  ^good"  year  only  one  in  estimates  that  as  many  as  six 
four  children  dies  before  the  age  million  Afghans  rely  on  food 
of  five  and  the  average  person  aid  for  survival. 


This  Muslim  man,  among  26  million  peo- 
/  no  access  to  the  Gospel  as  he  and  many 
of  his  kin  seek  10  fl@P  TfTfflr  country.  Decades  of  war  and  a  devastating 
drought  have  brought  poverty,  desolation,  and  despair  to  this  terrorist 
i  to  share  the  able  to  get  a  little  bit  haven  and  former  outpost  of  tne  British  Empire.  (BP  photo) 
of  God's  love  and  because  or  the  snowfall  in 

the  winter.  The  second  wheat  United  States.  The  factions  then  work,  you  name  it,  you  could 

harvest  for  this  year  [yielded]  spent  the  next  10  years  fighting  do  it,"  said  the  Christian  work- 

"  each  other  for  control  of  die  er.  "It  just  shows  the  immense 

Food  Program  maimed  country.  By  the  late  need  that  is  there." 

1990s  the  Taliban  emerged  as 

the  strongest  army.  Millions  Have  Never  Heard 

After  gaining  control  of  more  As  bleak  as  physical  condi- 
than  95%  of  me  country,  the  tions  seem,  the  spiritual  situa- 

Taliban  set  out  to  purge  tion  of  the  Afghan  people  is 

Afghanistan  of  its  Western  trap-  even  worse. 

pings  and  to  establish  While  the  United  Nations 
their  version  of  an  rushes  to  distribute  tons  of  food 

gg§HP  ideal  Islamic  state.  and  warm  clothing  to 

Women  were  Afghanistan's  destitute,  the 
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based  promotion  for  a  job  well  done.  on  demand,  the  caucus  said. 

It  also  doesn't  hurt  that  Pickering  is  a  Those  are  his  two  great  sms,  if  the  caucus 

member  of  the  same  political  party  as  the  is  to  be  believed,  that  should  disqualify  him 
President,  but  he  could  not  possibly  have  from  serving  as  an  appeals  court  judge, 
earned  the  appeals  court  nomination  with-  Apparently  most  Americans  were  on  the 
out  a  respectable  record  as  a  federal  district  same  side  as  Pickering  when  it  came  to  the 
judge  for  the  past  11  years.  Presidents  don't  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  since  backers 
like  being  shot  down  by  sending  poor  could  never  get  enough  state  legislatures  to 
nominees  to  Capitol  Hill  for  confirmation.  sign  on  to  that  ill-conceived  bit  of  legisla- 

No  less  than  the  American  Bar  tive  fatuousness.  Nevermind  the  facts. 
Association  ranked  him  "well  qualified"  as  Elitists  always  seem  to  have  a  problem 
the  nominee  for  the  appeals  court  post.  A  accepting  the  will  of  the  people, 
rational  person  could  take  that  to  mean  the  As  for  a  "woman  s  right  to  choose, 
liberal-leaning  lawyers  group  could  find  Pickering  apparently  believes  as  many 
no  compelling  reason  to  prevent  Pickering  other  Americans  do  that  to  kill  a  defense- 
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•  Pastors  and  church 
staffers,  do  your  best  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  your  people.  Preach  the 
Word!  Share  your  God-called 
ministry  with  the  church! 

•  Church  members,  begin  to 
hold  each  other  accountable  for 
faithfulness  to  God  and  the 
church. 

Together,  let's  join  hands 
and  hearts,  to  build  God's  king¬ 
dom.  Let's  put  aside  petty  dif¬ 
ferences  for  a  much  greater 
cause  —  the  cause  of  Chnst. 
V  Don't  let  a  day  go  by  with-  The  lost  world  is  waiting. 

for  your  ministry  God  is  waiting  for  his  church 
y  for  them  eacn  to  go  forth  triumphantly.  The 
night,  not  always  victory  has  been  won. 

Your  church  may  never  be 
the  largest,  but  it  can  be  the 
most  loving.  A  loving  church 
draws  people  to  it. 

Let's  be  about  the  King's 
business  and  not  worry  about 
who  will  get  the  credit. 

Pastor  and  church  staffers, 
keep  loving  your  people  —  the 
good,  the  baa,  the  ugly. 

Church  members,  keep  lov¬ 
ing  your  pastor  and  cnurch 
staffers  —  the  good,  the  bad, 


Jn  the  last  few  months  at 
minister's  conferences,  the 
question  has  been  asked,  "Is 
any  church  doing  anything?" 
You  can  answer  that  question  in 
many  different  ways,  but  it  is  a 
question  that  needs  to  be 
answered. 

Please  hear  my  heart.  Sure 
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By  Archie  Herrin,  missions  director 
Tri-County  Baptist  Missions 
Columbia 


our  churches  are  doing  some¬ 
thing,  but  there  is  a  frustration 
on  the  part  of  many  ministers. 

Commitment  of  our  church 

members  may  be  wavering,  standing  ministers  in  our  suggest  some  solutions: 

With  all  the  discussion,  no  churches,  and  some  are  blam- 
answer  came.  How  do  you  ing  themselves  for  the  lack  of  out  praying 

motivate  church  members  to  be  growth.  team.  I  pr< 

faithful?  How  do  you  get  the  Some  ministers  are  at  rope's  morning  an<  . 

key  leadership  of  the  church  to  end.  They  need  our  prayers  by  name  unless  lknow  of  a  spe- 

be  willing  to  take  a  step  of  faith  and  encouragement.  cial  need  in  their  lives, 

and  move  the  church  from  the  When  your  church's  min-  •  Take  a  minute  nght  now  to 
1950s  to  2001?  istry  team  (pastor  and  church  call  your  pastor  or  church 

The  Gospel  never  changes,  staff)  suggests  changes  to  help  staffer  and  offer  words  of 
but  the  way  to  reach  people  reach  the  community  for  encouragement.  Better  yet, 
with  the  Gospel  is  in  a  state  of  Christ,  don't  shoot  it  down  send  them  a  note, 
constant  change.  The  day  is  without  hearing  the  heart  of  the  •  When  you  hear  someone 
over  when  the  ringing  of  the  team.  If  we  keep  doing  the  roasting  your  pastor,  put  a  stop 
church  bell  brought  everyone  same  old  thing  the  same  old  to  it.  They  are  God's  anointed, 
in  the  community.  .  way,  we  will  get  the  same  old  Psalm  105:15  states,  touch  not 

We  have  ministers  who  are  results.  mine  anointed,  and  do  my 

hurting  for  the  churches.  They  Some  of  our  churches  are  prophets  no  harm.  You  may 

.  have  *-  -vision  of  growing  , the  .  dying,  and.  it  grieves  my  heart  never  lav*  hand  on  yqur  pastor 
church  but  very  little  backing  and  the  hearts  of  ministers  in  or  church  staff,  but  you  can  cru- 
from  key  leaders.  We  have  out-  those  churches.  Allow  me  to  cify  them  with  your  tongue. 
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Not  that  we  have  any  ugly 
people  or  pastors/ 
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Vols  from  10  states  attend  MissionsFEST 


PHILADELPHIA 
(BP)  —  When  many 
Americans  are  cancel¬ 
ing  travel  plans 
because  of  the  uncer¬ 
tainties  brought  by 
the  events  of  Sept.  11, 
Southern  Baptist 
woman  and  men 
from  10  states  kept 
their  commitment  to 
travel  to  Philadelphia 
for  the  first-ever 
MissionsFEST  in  the 
northeast. 

"You  have  given  a 
great  testimony  by 
merely  showing  up, ' 
Wanda  S.  Lee,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of 
Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (WMU),  told 
the  volunteers  Oct.  5. 
"God's  presence  and 
peace  are  with  us 


for  MissionsFEST,  Lee 
told  the  group  Oct.  5. 
"Our  goal  in  establish¬ 
ing  these  events  was 
to  give  you  a  hands- 
on  missions  experi¬ 
ence  and  help  you  see 
that  you  can  go  back 
home  and  duplicate 
the  experience  in  your 
community." 

Helping  the  volun¬ 
teers  understand 
what  it  is  like  to  be  a 
Southern  Baptist 
beyond  the  Bible  belt 
was  a  major  goal  for 
the  local  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  who 
coordinated 
MissionsFEST  in 
Philadelphia. 

"We  wanted  the 
volunteers  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  Baptist  work 


.  „  in  Philadelphia,"  said 

PHILADELPHIA  AREA  OUTREACH  — Wanda  S.  Lee  (right)  Woman's  Missionary  Union  Tina  Choi,  church  and 
executive  director,  visits  with  Lee  Ann  Sheridan  (left)  and  Dessie  Dixon  during  communities  director 
MissionsFEST  in  Philadelphia.  Sheridan  is  the  pastor's  wife  at  Schuylkill  Valley  Church  in  for  the  Greater  Phila- 
MissionsFEST  events.  Spring  City,  Pa.,  where  Dixon's  team  from  Fort  Washington,  Md.,  and  other  teams  tackled  delphia  Association, 
sponsored  by  WMU,  yard  work,  painting,  repairs,  and  door-to-door  visitation.  (Photo  by  Teresa  Dickens)  which  include.,  130 

-  churches  in  a  city  of 

Kollie  from  five  million  people, 
worked  in  a  The  only  disadvantage  for  the 
cessing  food  volunteers,  she  added,  is  that 
s  she  worked  they  only  see  the  challenge,  not 
could  reach  the  progress.  "Those  of  us  who 
st."  serve  here  long-term  see  how 

idge  from  Fort  God  is  working  to  open  the 


BAPTISTS 


and  7-13.  The  two  events  were  The  teams  also  helped  local  Memuna 
in  addition  to  two  churches.  In  Spring  City,  Pa.,  Rochester,  I 
MissionsFEST  and  a  Family-  several  teams  helped  Schuylkill  food  bank 
FEST  held  in  Stone  Mountain,  Valley  Church,  doing  light  con-  items,  think 
Ga.,  and  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in  struction  and  yard  mainte-  how  the  " 
April  and  June,  respectively.  nance  at  its  parsonage  and  someone  for 
The  nearly  100  volunteers  door-to-door  visitation  in  the  Shirley  G 
who  made  their  way  to  die  city  neighborhood.  One  young  Washington 
of  brotherly  love  were  involved  mother  made  a  profession  of  coverednev 
in  a  variety  of  ministry  projects,  faith  Oct.  11  during  a  visit  with  assignment 
such  as  sorting  food  at  a  food  Bobbie  Van  Atta  from  Habitat  for  I 
bank,  sorting  clothes  at  a  inner-  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  Dorothy  In  add 
city  mission,  working  with  chil-  Barham. from  LilUngton,  N.C.  "blessed"  t 

dren  in  a  multihousing  commu-  .  Volunteers  described  their  Cambridge 
nity,  and  helping  build  a  experiences  on  the  ministry  sites  dent  she  co 
Habitat  for  Humanity  house.  as  educational  and  encouraging,  build  steps  i 
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The  oldest  and  largest  Baptist  state  conventions  face  significant  prob¬ 
lems  due  to  smaller  budgets  and  strained  income.  "Everybody  is  experi¬ 
encing  a  decline  except  Mississippi,"  says  Barry  Allen,  director  of  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention's  business  division. 


John  E.  Barnes,  pastor  of  Main  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg,  announces 
his  retirement  after  serving  the  church  for  37  years.  Just  prior  to  his 
announcement,  the  9000th  person  to  join  during  the  Barnes  pastorate  unit¬ 
ed  with  the  downtown  church. 


Billy  Graham,  world-renowned  evangelist,  agrees  to  conduct  a 
statewide  evangelistic  crusade  in  Jackson.  Graham,  a  dynamic,  33-year- 
old  minister,  has  led  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  to  Christ  through 
his  evangelistic  crusades  over  the  Ration.  ,  ’ 
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the  church  had  done  him  wrong, 
or  more  specifically,  one  man  had 
not  done  him  right.  He  told  me 
what  the  man  said  and  did  to 
him  and  the  mare  he  told,  the 
more  emotional  and  animated  he 
became. 

I  listened  with  a  question 
mark  in  the  back  of  my  mind, 
"Isn't  the  person  he  is  talking 
abdtit  dead?"  Mien  he  got 
through  with  his'  detailed  com- 

vfully,  awfully  small  stuff!  •  Personal  things  can  end  up  mentary  on  how  this  man  had 

Aaybe  required  reading  in  looking  like  "kicking  a  skunk. '  treated  him,  I  asked,  "Is  he  still 
churches  ought  to  be  that  Our  life  in  Christ  is  lived  out  here  living?"  "Oh  no,  he's  been  dead 
ular  book  of  a  few  years  ago,  on  this  earth  in  relational  experi-  for  several  years!" 
i't  Sweat  the  Small  Stuff.  ences.  Christ  calls  us  not  only  to  "So  are  you  telling  me  that 

he  trouble  is  that  sometimes  be  his  own  people,  but  also  to  be  something  a  man,  who  has  now 
do  get  zeroed  in  on  petty  people  who  relate  to  people.  been  dead  several  years,  said  to 
things  and  it  ends  up  being  as  I  do  not  have  any  statistical  you  is  keeping  you  from  being  in 
horrendous  as  "kicking  a  skunk."  support  for  this,  but  I'm  con-  church  and  counting  for  the 
It  can  sure  create  a  fom  odor  and  vinced  that  most  of  the  things  Lord?"  He  didn't  bfink  an  eye 
everybody  for  miles  and  miles  that  go  wrong  in  our  churches  is  when  he  replied,  "Yes,  I  just  can't 
around  knows  about  it.  the  result  of  a  breakdown  in  per-  get  over  it!''  I  sad,  "Well,  he  got 

js  can  end  up  sonal  relationships  —  somebody  over  it  and  it  certainly  is  not  both- 
ing  a  skunk. '  did  something  that  somebody  ering  him.  Why  would  you  let  it 
it  to  admit  it  or  didn't  like,  ana  somebody  is  maa  bother  you?" 
f  the  time  we  at  somebody  and  can't  get  over  it.  Somebody  "kicked  the  skunk" 

s  in  our  church-  While  that  is  not  unusual,  the  and  it  is  taking  a  long,  long  time 
posture  where  real  problem  is  that  Jesus  tells  us  to  get  the  odor  out  of  your  clothes 
is,  "somebody  to  get  over  it.  In  fact,  the  model  ana  off  of  your  skin.  Some  people 
prayer  says,  "forgive  us  our  ties-  have  personal  issues  ana  they 
;  about  mission  _  passes  as  we  forgive  those  who  refuse  to  let  go  of  them. 

>,  and  trigs  ■  to!-;-  trespass  against  us."  Well,  most  Now,  bade  to  the  boys  who 
?minars  —  no,  of  us  are  more  gracious  with  "us"  had  been  out  on  Sunday  after¬ 
hat!  It  has  to  do  than  we  are  with  "them."  noon  and  "kicked  the  skunk." 

providing  fun  I'll  never  forget  visiting  with  a  One  of  them  was  not  going  to 
st,  souped-up,  fine  old  man  whom  I  haa  gotten  church  on  Sunday  night  until  his 
vhiz-bang  bus  to  know,  and  I  was  trying  to  get  mother  intervened  and  let  him 
him  to  come  to  church.  He  was  a  know  that,  yes  he  was! 
hurch  one  time,  member  and  a  professed  Though  he  changed  dothes, 
lad  a  group  of  Christian.  He  seemed  to  have  he  was  still  not  a  welcome  smell, 
1  to  buy  a  fine,  some  genuineness  about  his  but  after  a  few  weeks,  hardly 
:le.  The  pastor  faith,  but  he  didn't  come  to  a  anybody  even  noticed.  Maybe 
other  members  church  and  he  didn't  intettdTO* "  iffsr  a  good  word  for  all  of  us  — 
hat  they  could  get  started  back.  •  •'  nobnerS  "DckvbkiGk  the  skunk!  Just  get  on 

ey  needed  it.  I  asked  him  why  that  was.  He  with  doing  what  the  Lord  would 

folks  began  to  was  very  open  and  told  me ’that  have  you  do." '  | 


Don't  Kick  the  Skunk 


Not  long  ago,  at  one  of  our  |^§j 
state  meetings,  an  assodational  M 
missions  director  was  telling  of  n| 
an  inddent  that  took  place  with  ;  | 
some  folks  in  his  county.  ? 

Some  young  men,  in  their  jjji| 
early  teens,  were  out  in  a  rural  *|| 
area  and  came  across  a  skunk.  Hg 

Startled  by  the  animal  and  _ 

unsure  as  to  what  they  ought  to 
do,  the  boys  in  their  fear  started  is  a 
kicking  the  poor  beast.  ] 

I  suppose  a  sense  of  panic  and  our 
maybe  a  touch  of  mob  rule  set  in.  poj 
As  a  result,  the  poor  little  skunk  Doi 
did  not  survive!  The  boys  were 
victorious  over  this  wild,  jungle  we 
beast  —  but,  surprise,  surprise! 

Guess  what  happened  to  the 
boys  on  their  way  to  their  wilder¬ 
ness  win?  Well,  let  me  just  say,  it 
was  not  a  pretty  scent!  ' 

As  I  listened  to  the  story  being 
told,  I  was  reminded  of  the  old 
cliche  statement,  "A  bulldog  can 
whoop  a  skunk,  but  it's  not 
worth  the  effort!"  As  I  under¬ 
stood  the  story,  all  this  took  place 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon  and  when  the 
the  boys  got  back  to  the  house,  ent< 
there  was  a  dilemma  indeed!  I 

When  you  have  been  out  in  trip 
the  woods  "kicking  a  skunk,"  con 
you  don't  have  to  explain  where  it's 
you've  been,  what  you've  been  with  the 
doing,  or  who  you've  been  hang-  times  in 
ing  around  —  it  just  announces  pretty-pa 
itself!  you  can  g 

Have  you  ever  gotten  into  a  I  remei 
fight  with  a  skunk?  My  guess  is  years  age 
that  most  of  us,  at  one  time  or  folks  wnt 
another,  have  tangled  with  a  fancy  ne 
skunk,  though  it  may  not  have  and  some 
been  black  and  white  striped  and  did  not  l 
we  may  not  have  realized  what  it  afford  it  c 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Look  at  the 
big  picture 


1  mi  Baptist  we're  committed  to 
providing  a  full  range  of  health  care 
services.  So.  whether  you're  seeking 
care  for  your  child's  skinned  knees  or 
your  grandmother's  blocked  arteries, 
the  picture  b  dear. 


|  JTcVVaV  CHURCH  BUSES 

^  T  ▼  JTM  a  Servicr  ofUfeWav  Omstiam  Starrs 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 
,lg.  .  (800)  370-6180 

LifeWay  discount 

■ ywjjPdbL  r  RA'SED  roof  vans  in  stock 

*  Center  Aisle 
Low  First  Step 
2/1  Seating  with  Bucket  Seats 
More  headroom 
15  Passengers  (no  CDL) 


2002  Model:  $37,900 
2001  Model:  $36,900 


www.carpenterbus.com 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


November  1,  2001 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Cnmm.,.ica.ion  Services. 


^partnership  .^Missions 

CELEBRATION 

November  9  -  1  0  ,  2001 


anua 


Featuring: 

•  Celebration  Banquet  -  6:30  p.m. 

•  Partnership  Displays  by  Participants 

•  Music/Testimonies 

■  Mission  Impact  -  Mississippi  -  David  Michel 

•  Partnership  Updates -Fleldslde Coordinators 

•  Church  Planting  Movement  -  David  Jackson 

Saturday,  November  10 

Baptist  Building,  515  Mississippi  Street 


David  Michel 


Area  1 
Area  5 


Hernando  BC,  Hernando,  11  E.  Center  Street  (All  Categories) 

Crossgatea  BC,  Brandon,  8  Crosswoods  Road 
(Categories  Q^II^JU^only) 

Poplar  Springs  DriveBC,  4032  Poplar  Springs  Dr.,  Meridian  (All  Categories) 
FBC  Biloxi,  1560  Popps  Ferry  Road  (All  Categories) 


Featuring:  " - ■  . 

•  Continental  Breakfast  -  7:30  -  8: 1 5  a.m.  ^20® 

•  Devotional 

•  New  Mission  Opportunities  -Panel  David  Jac* 

•  Celebration  Conferences  by  Partnership  Groups 

77ie  Partnership  Missions  Celebration  Is  open  to  anyone 
Interested  In  missions. 

Banquet  cost  $10  Reservations  required  by  November  6 
Call:  601-292-3396  by  November  6 

kSUVATION  FoaM 

Partnership  Missions  Celebration.  November  9-10,  2001 
Name - - - 


Area  6 
Area  9 


Area  3 
Area  5 


Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada,  245  Meadow  Brook  Road  (All  Categories) 
Alta  Woods  BC,  Jackson,  168  Colonial  Drive 
(Categories  II,  HA,  HI,  IV  only) 

Start  planning  now  to  have  the  children  and  youth  from  your  church  and  studio 
participate  in  the  2002  keyboard  festivals. 

For  more  information  or  registration  form, 
contact  Wyndy  South  at  601-292-3272  or  1-800-748-1651. 


MBSO  Retreat 
January  11-12 
2002 

Madison  Central 
High  School 


Annual  Missions  Celebration 
Feb.  1-2,  2002 
FBC  Natchez 


For  more  information, 
contact  the  MBCB 
Church  Music 


Ear  more  info  contact  Stephanie  Pruitt,  WMU,  MBCB, 
at  1 -800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3319,  or 
*  E-mail  spruitt@mhch.ory. 


Department  at 


1-800-748-1651  or  in 
Jackson,  601-292-3267. 


the  SUIT  PROJECT 


What  is  it? 

For  over  37  years  Baptists  in  Mississippi  have  enjoyed  sending  new 
suits  to  the  pastors  in  new  work  areas.  This  is  our  way  of  letting 
the  pastors  in  these  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  life  know  that  we 
care  about  and  support  them  in  their  work. 

What  can  you  do? 

Men's  Ministries  groups,  individuals,  churches,  NEW  FEATURE 

etc.,  can  send  their  gifts  payable  to:  This  year,  as  funds  are  available,  we  hope  to 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  send  clothing  gift  certificates  for  the  wives. 

Attention:  Men's  Ministry  Department 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Cost:  £130  per  suit  -  Please  designate  on  your 
check:  Suit  Project 


Mississippi  Baptists 
say " Merry 
Christmas"  to 
pastors  in  the 
Pennsylvania/ 
South  Jersey  and 
the  New  York 
Conventions 


Sponsored  by  the  Men's  Ministry  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 

For  more  information  please  call  1-800-74-8-1651, 
or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3334. 


START  YOUR  PEOPLE  ON  THE  ROAD 
TO  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM 


CHURCH 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

♦  Promote 
♦  Order  books 
♦  Provide  honorarium 


WE  WILL 
PROVIDE . . . 

♦  A  trained  consultant 

♦  Travel  and  lodging 

♦  Order  form  for  books 


BENEFITS . . . 

♦  A  biblically-based  philosophy  of  money 

♦  The  10-70-20  Plan  for  financial  freedom 
♦  A  way  to  get  out  of  debt,  beginning  today 

♦  Deep  appreciation  from  your  members 


♦  One-day  Sunday  event  ♦  Sunday  School  hour  ♦  Morning  worship  ♦  Discipleship  hour  ♦  Evening  worship 


IF  interested,  please  call  ton-free  1-800-748-1 65  lor  in  Jackson,  601-292-3347. 

Jerry  W.  Mixon  -  Stewardship  Director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


REGIONAL  SINGLES  RALLIES 


Central  Hills,  Kosciusko,  662-289-9730 

'  *  •  -V  -  -  "" 

Cost:  $10  with  supper  or  $5  without  supper 
Supper  reservations  required  by  Monday,  January  21 
Music  by  Ninth  Hour ,  Madison 
Conferences: 

Bible  Study  -  led  by  members  of  Ninth  Hour 
Fun  Time-  led  by  Jan  Halford,  Jackson 
Leadership  -  led  by  Randy  Impson,  Starkville 

6  pjn. -Supper 

7  p.m.  -Rally  vi6  < 

10p.m.  -Adjourn  *  i;*F& 


auditions 


November  2601  Choral  and  Orchestral  Auditions 

Satardfcji,  3rd  12-2  p.m.  North  Greenwood  BC.  Grceawood 

SUnrdfcy,  1M  10  ajn.-4  p.m.  William  Carey  College.  HatDesborg 

Ttonfay,  15th  4-8p.m.  FBCMcndaa 

Sa  tor-day,  17ft  10  un.4  p  m.  Avon  Hall,  Mississippi  finfly  Ctot 

(NOTE:  ALL  instrumentalists  will  be  expected  to  audition  vocally  ) 

Instrumental  auditions  will  include: 

•  A  prepared  piece  •  Scales*  Sight  reading  •  Technique  and  tone 
For  more  tofo  contact  the  Church  Music  Department  at 
1-900- 748-1651  or  601-968-3800  (Jackson) 


Ninth  Hour 


Saturday,  January  26, 2002 
Jeff  Davis/Covington  Family  Center,  Collins 

601-765-4689 

^£5pjn.  (Supper 5 p.m,) 
^^^^jLJt^n^KDPewi^5without  supper 


REGISTRATION 

Make  checks  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
Mail  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
attn:  Glenn  Shows,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


Name _ 

Address _ 

Church _ 

Amount  enclosed 
Please  mark  which  rally  you  will  attend  aid  how  many 

*  _ Friday,  Jan.  25  -  Central  Hills,  Kosciusko 

#  - Saturday,  Jan.  26  -  Jeff  Davis/ Covington  Family  Center,  Collins 


City /State/ Zip 


For  more  information,  contact  Glenn  Shows  m  the  Disdpieship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department,  MBCB,  at  1-800-748-1651,  or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3373. 


>/wu,  tfU-  JUy,  fa/t...  November  2-1 5,  2001 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  R&  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


for.  (1)  Ml  Student  Conf., 
Camp  Garaywa  (QCM);  (2) 
The  Barrios  Caracas, 
Venezuela,  Team  asks  for 
prayeras  they  focus  on  young 

- •  «■-  -  t.-  •-  1 - 1 - 1-  J 

men  m  me  Demos  Domoaroeo 
by  drum,  gang,  violence,  sex. 


For:  (t)CA  Event,  FBC, 
Natchez  (WMU);  (2)  Pray  for 
the  churdLal  Kpiogodome, 
Benin,  as  they  begin  "storying* 
groups  (chronological  BMe 
story  telling  to  present 
Scripture  to  tfjeiB iterate)  in 


is  a  sibeline.  it  just 
'WilUam  Carey 


that  other 
will  begin! 


For:  (1)  Partnership  Missions 
Celebration,  FBC,  Jackson  and 
Baptist  Buitfing  (Partnership 
Misaions);  (2)  Join  a  member  of 
the  Cordoba  Team,  Argentina, 
in  asking  God  towse  fits  friend, 


The  Thuringen  Team  in 
Germany  reauestsprayer  for 
church-planting  efforts  in  a 
major  city  in  the  state  of 
Thuringen.  Pray  that  the  Lord 


For:  (1)  Voter  Awareness  Day 
(CAQ;  (2)  Pray  for  the  integrity 
and  godly  example  of  the  mar¬ 
riages  of  South  Asia  missionary 
personnel  and  of  national 
believers.  Prawfor  believers 


Many  women  in  Central  and  S. 
Asia  live  within  walled  com¬ 
pounds,  behind  veiled  faces 
and  under  restrictive  measures 
—  all  in  the  name  of  honor. 
Pray  that  Godnqjuld  remove 
the  veds  from  Aeir  hearts  to 
see  and  recAeftsus  as  their 
Redeemer  intr^TovideT 


For:  (1)  Baptist  Women's  Day 
of  Prayer  (WMU);  (2)  Thank 
God  for  ].,  an  Uruguayan  pas¬ 
tor,  at  one  time  a  convict 
Recently  through  his  jail  min¬ 
istry  12  prironam  accepted  the 
Lord.  Thank  God  that  a  man  in 
the  church  isjew  and  willing 
to  disciple  thwtlr 


sent  millions  mage  to  unreg 
tered  churdWLiJ)  Pray  for 
Chief  ExeaitiKBrnund  H< 
Hau-Wah  of  fflQo,  China. 

Ode's  capital  city,  Santiago^ 
over  53  sdhn  people,  with 
very  few  New  Testament  dns 
es.  Pray  for  good  attendance, 


e  from  family 
yoked 


theU-S. 


For:  (1)  Church  Planter  Mentor 
■  raining,  Lcmnu  nnis  kcitcii 
(SM);  (2)  Relations  between 
the  USA  and  a  Last  Frontier 
nation  have  improved  in 


A  young  Arab  man  of  Yemen 
loves  the  West  He  likes  to  be 
around  foreigners.  He  devours 
foreipi  books  and  pictures.  He 
doesn't  see  who  is  behind  many 
of  the  Western  warn  that  he 
admires,  nm  tlatjKwfl  find 
die  Author  m  IfmKflmtian 
values  dial  neamres  so  much. 


The  Turiona  Team  writes:  "Some 
of  the  Turiona  Christians  of 
Kenya  have  caught  the  vision  of 
reproducing  churches  and 
have  started  new  churches  in 
the  'budi.' VJtr  are jko  thankful 
for  the  first  Oin  iraven  years. 


FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  SAFETY: 
During  this  time  of  national  crisis, 
we  will  not  have  the  MK  Birthday 
Calendar  listing  the  names  and 
addresses  of  MKs. 


western  Brazil,  wrote:  "We 
are  meeting  in  the  home  of  a 

I  »  «-  m  -fcji  ■  1. 1.  T.  n  .  .  4-  _  . 

weW;  |.  nr  was  rouoco  wnen 
two  robbcnmrhotoiew  he  was 
a  believer,  12*  ml  part  of  his 


Thank  you 


2002  Discipleship  Resources  S 


Monday,  March  18  -  Trinity  Baptist  Church, 'Southaven 
Tuesday,  March  19  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton 
Thursday,  March  21  -  Easthaven  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 


SHOWCASE 

“New  Chqstian  Series”  (Body  Life) 

“Prayer  Life"  (Watchman  Prayer  Ministry) 
“Transformational  Discipleship”  (Ways  of  God) 

‘Family  Ministries”  (How  to  Minister  to  Families  in  Your  Church) 

“Spiritual  Crisis”  (Spiritual  Warfare) 

“Recreation  Ministry”  (Fit  4) 

“Leadership”  (Jesus  on  Leadership) 

“Children’s  Ministry” 

“Youth  Ministry” 


For  more  information,  contact  Glenn  Shows  in  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department, 

MBCB,  at  1-800-748-1651,  or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3373. 


Homecomings 


Linwood  Church,  Union, 

ordained  Harold  Cannon  and' 
Alan  Spears  as  deacons  on 


Sept.  2.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Pat  and  Harold  Cannon  and 
Alan  and  Dana  Spears. 


Church,  Clarke 


licensed 
Dewayne  Crane 
(right)  to  the 
ministry.  He  is 
available  for 
pulpit  supply, 
revivals,  and 
other  preaching 
engageafcents 
and  cast  be 


through 


Lake  Washington  First,  Glen  New  Hope, 


New  Life,  McLain:  Nov.  17- 


North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 

is  sponsoring  _ 

A  Holiday  Evening  with 
Sandi  Patty 

in  concert 


^boufJtin  HilcuuL 
Qopttit  CltuAcU 

invites  you  to  come  visit  our 

Dauphin  Island  Baptist 
Resort  Ministry  Center 

Open  House 

November  3,  2001  ♦  1-4  p.m. 

Come  lour  our  center  for  retreats,  staff 
development,  homeschool  trips. 
DiscipleNow  weekends,  mission  trips. 

We  are  open  August  through  April 
for  all  agendas  including  missions. 

May  through  July  are  for  mission 
trips  only. 

Each  group  representative  attending 
will' receive  a  5%  discount  on 
your  nest  stay. 

One  group  will  receive  a  free 
weekend  stay. 


December  1 
7  p.m. 

Leflore  County 
Civic  Center  in 
Greenwood 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  MHHHl  muv _ 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

601-353-2400  or  1-800-442-0290.  I1U 


77tfe  will  be  the  first  stop  of  her  Christmas  tour. 


Tickets  are  $15  and  can  be  purchased  from 
North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
by  calling  (662)  453-2801. 


Lojyon  to  www.dibaptist.otg  for  a 


center. 


November  1, 2001- 
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Just  for  the  Record 


West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  held  groundbreak¬ 
ing  services  for  its  new  family 
life  center  and  multi-purpose 
building  on  Sunday,  Sept.  23. 
The  building  will  house  recre¬ 
ation  space,  education  space, 
and  a  large  fellowship  hall. 
Members  of  the  building  and 
planning  committee  pictured 
(from  left)  are  Ratsy 
Washington;  Brenda 

McCreight;  Brett  Crawford; 
David  Hamilton,  pastor;  Mac 
Huddleston;  and  Rickey 
Richardson.  Not  pictured  is 
Chuck  Howell. 


New  Life  Church,  McLain, 
will  host  Michael  Combs  in  con¬ 
cert  at  7  p.m.  on  Nov.  16.  The 
singing  will  be  followed  by  a 
three-day  revival,  Nov.  17-19. 
For  additional  information,  call 
(601)  945-2000  or  (601)  753-2507. 


Blue  Mountain  College 

(BMC)  will  hold  a  reception 
honoring  Harold  Fisher  and  his 
wife  Martha  from  2-5  p.m.  on 
Nov.  2  at  the  Paschal  Student 
Center  on  campus.  The  Fisher 
Years  at  BMC  will  be  commem¬ 
orated  during  the  Founder's 
Day  program  at  10  a.m.  on 
Nov.  2  in  die  Modena  Lowrey 
Berry  auditorium. 


The  Fishers 


l!  !m  1  -i: :  i  mmi  :  il-FMil 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  9*25% 


Thrsr  bands  may  be  placed  m  a  seif-directed  IRA. 
Transfer!  and  roflovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  properties  only. 


I  *  I  I  I  i.iii  :  il  Jl 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

for  move  complete  Mormalion  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
partvruiars  of  die  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  arvesl  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability 


►  •'.i  *  Hr  1  •  -i  iL  ‘ilii 

PT'V,  "TIM—' ’ 

'  I  ?  '  1 

POBmUM  501-3113100 

■ilk  ARWP13-13M  Ids  501-31041 10 

Please  send  me  information  on  the  First 
Msrtags  Chech  Bonds  currently  being  offered  ky 
Great  Nation  Investment  Cor p. 


The  Baptist  Record - 


Coila  Church,  Carroll 
Association,  will  show  the 
film.  The  Burning  Hell,  on  Nov. 
3  at  6  p.m.  After  the  film,  there 
will  be  a  time  of  fellowship  and 
activities.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  237-6870.  Billy 
Blakely  is  pastor. 

Dumas  Church,  Tippah 
County,  will  host  a  Hallelujah 
Harvest  Festival,  Nov.  10, 
beginning  at  3  p.m.  All  pro¬ 
ceeds  will  go  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering.  For 
additional  information,  call 
(662)  837-9687. 

Shiloh  Church,  Sontag, 
recently  held  a  GA  recognition 
service.  Pictured  (front  row, 
from  right)  are  Nicole  Ballard; 
Kayla  Smith;  Sue  Honea,  leader 
ana  GA  director;  Chelsea 
Douglas;  Kelly  Dunaway;  (sec¬ 


ond  row)  Michelle  Evans, 
leader;  Carol  Barham,  leader; 
(third  row)  Kaci  Fowler; 


Chevandon  Evans;  Katie  Smith; 
Lindsey  Carter;  and  Quin 
Sylvester. 
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GAs  of  Shiloh  Church,  Sontag 


Baptist  College  News 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 
Preview  Day  will  be  held  Nov. 
3.  The  schedule  for  the  day 
will  begin  at  8  a.m.  with  regis¬ 
tration;  8:30  a.m.,  welcome  ses¬ 
sion;  9  a.m.,  faculty  forum  for 
students  and  parents;  10  a.m., 
students  will  attend  a  class  of 
their  choice  while  parents  may 
attend  a  special  information 
session  pertaining  to  admis¬ 
sions  process,  scholarships, 
financial  aid,  and  housing; 
11  a.m.,  tours/department 

fair;  lunch  and  tailgate  party 
at  noon;  and  at  1:30  p.m.,  MC 
will  play  Texas  Lutheran.  Call 
(800)  738-  1236  or  go  to 
www.mc.edu  to  make  your 
reservation. 

The  Mississippi  College 
Library  will  hold  a  Used  Book 
Sale,  Nov.  9,  from  9  a.m.  to  2 

P.m.  in  the  alley  between  Aven 
ine  Arts  Building  and  the 


Library.  In  case  of  rain,  the 
date  will  be  moved  to  Nov.  16. 

The  Mississippi  College 
Glen  Eaves  Lectureship  in 
European  and  English  History 
will  be  presented  on  Nov.  5,  at 
7  p.m.  in  Grand  Hall  West  of 
the  B.  C.  Rogers  Student 
Center.  The  guest  spe 
Myron  C.  Noc 
Hattiesburg.  His 
be  on 


Carey:  Missionary  Encounters 
in  Britain  and  Bengal 
Revisited."  Noonkester 
received  his  BA  at  Duke 
University  and  his  MA  and 
Ph.D.  at  the  University  of 
Chicago  in  British  History.  He 
is  professor  of  history  at 
William  Carey  College.  The 
"ectureship  is  sponsored  by 
artment  of  History  and 
Science  and  Phi 


CHURCH  AVERAGMCBBO  in  Sunday 
School  seeks  full-time  associate  pas- 
tor/minisler  of  music  and  youth.  Please 
send  resume  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
2878  Old  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  MS 
39180;  or  fax  to  (601 )  636-7574. 

FBC  MOSS  POINT  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  pastor.  Send  resume  to:  FBC 
ftstor  Search  Committee,  4807  Main 
Street,  Moss  FYrint,  MS  39563;  or  call 

(228)475-8142.  _ _ 

MT.  PISGAH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Enid, 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time  youth/chil¬ 
dren  director.  Fbsition  includes  Bible 
study  and  recreation.  Send  resume  to 
Mt.  Pisgah  Baptist  Church,  605  Enid 
Teasdale  Road,  Enid,  MS  38927  or 
email;  csturgis389270yahoo.com  or 

fax  (662)  623-7910 _ 

MIDWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Meridian  is  seeking  a  full-time  secretary. 
Must  have  computer  skills.  Send  resume 
to  4579  Okf  8th  Street  Rd.  N.,  Meridian, 
MS  39307  or  call  (601 )  483-5497. 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC/YOUTH.  Contact:  Woodland 
Baptist  Church,  3033  Ridge  Road, 
Columbus,  MS  39705.  Telephone 

(662)  327-6689.  _ 

FIRST  BAPTiST  CTlURCH  RICHLAND 
is  seeking  pianist.  Call  (601 )  939-1 74-5. 


ATTENTION  MINISTERS  and  self 
employed.  Finally  affordable  health  insur¬ 
ance  call  (662)  568-3482.  Underwritten 
by  the  Mega  Life  &  Health  Ins.  Group. 
GULFSHORES  BEACHSIDE  CONDO. 
Fantastic  Fall  special  -  4  weeknights  for 
$160;  2-night  weekend  for  $120.  Call 
Martha  at  (205)  554-1524  or  Don  at 
(251)968-3222. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
(800)  830-0583. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED  GLASS 
STUDIO:  Custom  church  windows. 
Columbus  -  toll  free  (877)  477-1899. 
ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 
Perfect  condition.  Contact  |im  or  Susan 

Link  at  (601 )  264-21 16. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
(662)  455-6743.  Located  at  107  North 
Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930. 
PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's 

smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues. 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson, 

MS,  (601)  372-7700. _ . _ 

ORGAN  FOR  SALE:  1993  Allen  MDS- 
65,  excellent  condition,  3-manuals,  54 
stops,  card  reader,  1 4  speaker  cabinets 
and  dolly.  For  more  information  call 
ttlfe  worship  office  at  (209199^3282  or 
email  pkelly0valleydale.,org.s 
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HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 

PEARL  RIVER  GLASS  STUDIO,  INC., 
(800)  771-3639;  www.prgs.com.  New 
stained  glass  church  windows,  repair 
and  restoration,  baptistery  murals. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. 
BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th  and 
7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa. 
$100.00  daily.  Register  for  jree  return 
trip.  Accommodates  large  groups.  Call 
early  for  reservations  (662)  746-4632. 
SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreats  or  fami¬ 
ly  vacations.  Located  in  a  private  sub¬ 
division  at  the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan, 
Ala.  Visit  our  website  at  h ttp ^/super- 
grace,  jumptravel.com  or  call  Allan  or 
Linda  Rankin  at  (888)  784-4025. 
KINGWOOD  FIRST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  Kingwood,  Tex.,  is  accept¬ 
ing  resumes  for  the  following  full-time 
positions:  minister  of  worship/outreach 
for  contemporary  worship  services  with 
praise  team  and  to  enhance  outreach 
programs;  and  minister  of  childhood 
education  for  birth  -  grade  6.  Send 
resumes  to  Kingwood  First  Baptist 
Church,  2303  Tree  Lane,  Kingwood,  TX 
77339,  ATTN:  Mike  David  or  email 
resume  to  mdavid0kfbctx.org. 
FULL-TIME  STUDENT  MINISTER  posi¬ 
tion  open  at  New  Ch&pel  Hill  Baptist 
Church  in  West  Monroe,  La.  Please  fax 
resume  to  (3T8f-  396-1004  Or  email 
NCH0LWOL.com. 


-November  1, 2001 


Explore  the  Bible 

Trust  God 


2  Thessalonians  1:1-11 


By  Dell  Scoper  ^  affirmation  to 

church,  express- 
Our  world  is  at  war.  Durin^^ktg  gratitude  for  two  Sco 
these  times  of  terrorism  arf<f®Wlmgs*  both  of  which 
fear,  Christians  can  prove  their  he  had  affirmed  in  his  previous 
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Scoper 


faith  by  continuing  to  trust  in 
the  sovereignty  of  God  in 
human  affairs  and  in  his  certain 
return  as  our  victorious  Lord. 

This  lesson  challenges  us  to 
trust  God,  regardless  of  trying 
circumstances,  with  the  confi¬ 
dence  that  he  is  just  and  that  he 
will  exercise  appropriate  judge¬ 
ment  in  his  own  time. 

Trust  God  and  grow  (w.  1- 
4).  The  salutation  is  very  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  one  in  1 
Thessalonians,  with  the  varia¬ 
tion  that  the  source  of  grace 
and  peace  is  specifically  men¬ 
tioned  as  coming  from  God  the 
Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  In  1:3-4,  Paul  gave  a 


epistle  —  their  growing  faith 
and  increasing  love. 

Paul  took  justifiable  pride  in 
their  spiritual  progress  because 
of  their  perseverance  and  faith 
in  all  the  persecution  they  were 
enduring.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
Paul  dia  not  congratulate  his 
readers  for  possessing  these 
qualities. 

Instead,  he  gave  thanks  to 
God,  adding  that  because  of  his 
pride  in  their  faith,  love,  and 
perseverance,  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  bragging  about  them 
to  the  other  churches. 

Trust  God  to  be  just  (w.  5- 
10).  Paul  addressed  three  con¬ 
fusing  issues:  divine  retaliation 


(w.  5-7),  eternal  punish¬ 
ment  (w.  8-9),  and  the 

florification  of  Christ  (v. 

0). 

Divine  retaliation.  Paul 
saw  their  faith,  love,  and 
perseverance  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  God's  right¬ 
eous  judgement,  i.e.,  it 
was  not  tne  persecution 
er  that  was  the  proof  of 
God's  righteousness,  but 
the  fact  that  such  afflictions  can 
be  overcome  by  faith,  love,  and 
endurance. 

Vindication  of  the  persecut¬ 
ed  is  one  aspect  of  the  "right¬ 
ness"  of  Goa's  judgement,  the 
other  being  the  punishment 
that  will  be  meted  out  to  the 
persecutors  who  were  causing 
their  affliction. 

Eternal  punishment.  Paul's 

Ehrase,  "tnose  who  do  not 
now  God,"  does  not  imply 
passive  ignorance.  It  rather 
refers  to  those  who  have 
pushed  the  knowledge  of  God 
aside  and  refused  his love. 

Eternal  punishment,  literally 
"to  pay  a  just  penalty  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  tne  sin,"  is  not  meted 


out  because  of  ignorance.  It  is 
the  result  of  disobedience,  and 
its  duration  is  unlimited.  Paul 
gave  us  the  best  description  of 
nell  in  v.  9  —  the  worst  possible 
punishment  —  separation  from 
God's  presence  and  glory,  the 
nature  of  which  is  not  annihila¬ 
tion,  but  banishment. 

C.  S.  Lewis  stated  aptly  that 
the  individual  who  had  chosen 
to  be  separated  from  Christ  in 
this  life  is  simply  given  the  free¬ 
dom  to  continue  m  that  choice. 
Heaven  or  hell  begins  in  this 
life.  In  death  our  choices  are 
sealed. 

The  glorification  of  Christ. 
What  joy  will  be  portrayed  on 
the  day  of  the  Lord  "because 
you  believed  our  testimony  to 
you!"  Jesus  will  be  glorified  in 
his  saints  and  admired  (mar¬ 
veled  at)  among  all  those  who 
believe. 

Trust  God  to  glorify  Christ 
(w.  11-12).  It  was  the  custom  of 
Paul  to  open  his  epistles  with  a 
greeting,  a  thanksgiving,  and  a 
prayer.  His  radiant  thanksgiving 
reached  its  climax  in  w.  5-10. 

Paul  then  expressed  in 


prayer  (w.  11-12)  God's  ulti¬ 
mate  purpose  for  the 
Thessalonians,  that  he  would 
count  them  as  worthy  of  his 
call.  "Every  good  purpose  of 
yours  and  every  act  prompted 
by  your  faith,"  (v.  11)  should  be 
understood  as  the  resolve  and 
work  of  the  believers. 

Paul's  prayer  ended  with 
what  is  callea  the  "reciprocal 
glory"  we  have  in  Christ  and  he 
m  us.  This  was  God's  purpose 
for  the  Thessalonians,  that  the 
name  (that  by  which  one  is 
known)  of  the  Lord  Jesus  will 
be  glorified  in  their  lives. 

In  like  manner,  we  can  trust 
God  today,  confident  that  he 
will  count  the  totality  of  our 
faith  worthy,  not  because  we 
earned  Goa's  approval,  but 
because  we  responded  to  his 
calling. 

If  our  lives  glorify  him  today, 
then  we  shall  eventually  be  glo¬ 
rified  in  him  on  that  glorious 
day  of  his  appearing.  What  a 
tremendous  privilege  and 
responsibility! 


Scoper  is  a  member  of  First 
irch,  Laurel. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Affirming  God's  worthiness 

Numbers  13:1-2;  14:6-38 


ie  Marshall 


He  came  into  the  auditorium 
about  fifteen  minutes  before 
worship.  It  was  easy  to  see  that 
he  was  not  our  kind  of  folk.  His 
accent  was  different.  His 
clothes  were  old.  His  appear¬ 
ance  was  a  little  wrinkled.  Yet 
he  was  there  by  divine  appoint¬ 
ment. 

On  this  particular  Sunday 
the  church  would  be  tested. 
Does  this  man  deserve  the  right 
to  have  the  Gospel  and  De 
changed  forever?  Why  did  I 
have  that  opportunity?  Would  I 
share  Christ  with  someone  who 
was  not  like  me?  Our  lesson 
today  gives  us  three  admoni¬ 
tions  as  believers  and  as  part  of 
the  church. 

Shoulder  the  responsibility 
(w.  14-16).  Notice  tne  preacher 
of  the  hour.  It  was  Peter.  This 


man  denied  Christ  at 
his  crucifixion. 

This  man  confident¬ 
ly  announced  that  he  Marshall 
would  never  deny 
Christ  (foot-in-mouth  disease). 

This  man  failed  when  he 
walked  on  the  water  (he  was 
out  of  the  boat).  What  was  the 
reason  for  Peter  to  be  used 
here?  GOD  USES  AVAILABLE 
PEOPLE! 

Peter  had  found  the  reason 
for  life  (finally).  His  life  would 
never  be  the  same  again. 

Peter  spoke  with  courage. 
Verse  14  states  that  he  "stood 
up  in  the  midst  of  them."  To  be 
a  witness  you  must  be  willing 
to  be  singled  out  as  a  believer. 

Peter  spoke  with  confidence. 

He  even  asked  that  they  would 
"hearken"  (hear)  what  he  had 
to  say.  In  a  Jewish  festival  in  the 
midale  of  the  Jewish  city  filled 


with  Jewish  tradition 
and  ceremony,  Peter 
cried  out  of  a  new  and 
different  way.  Peter  even 
went  a  step  further.  His 
courage  and  confidence 
was  supported  by  his 
clarity. 

Have  you  had  an 
experience  nailing  down 
the  importance  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  evangelistic  mes¬ 
sage?  It  is  our  responsibility 
and  privilege  as  believers. 

Snare  the  Redemption  (w. 
22-36).  To  redeem  something 
really  means  to  "buy  it  back."  As 
Peter  began  to  share  about  the 
life  and  ministry  of  Jesus  he  laid 
foundation  for  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  by 
allowing  the  Jewish  community 
(and  the  world)  to  see  that  Jesus 
purchased  our  redemption  by 
the  cross  and  resurrection. 

Note  the  following  ideas 
from  Scripture.  He  is  the  Person 
of  salvation.  Verse  22  says  he 
was  "approved  of  God  among 
you."  They  knew  his  purpose. 
Secondly,  ne  was  the  pattern  of 
salvation.  Verse  23  states  he  was 


delivered,  crucified,  and  slain. 
These  pictures  reflected  to  the 
Jewish  community  the  sacrifice 
they  were  making  through  their 
dove,  sheep,  or  oxen  during  the 
Passover  festival. 

Peter  then  clenches  file  pre¬ 
sentation  by  speaking  of  the 
resurrection.  Christ  was  seen 
by  many  alive  (v.  32).  He  fur¬ 
ther  states  the  position  of  Christ 
as  Lord  in  verse  36.  The  listen¬ 
ers  were  definitely  being  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  Gospel.  I  must 
ask  this  question:  Have  you 
told  anyone  of  Christ's  redemp¬ 
tive  plan  lately? 

Solicit  a  response  (w.  37- 
41).  "Lifestyle"  evangelism  has 
been  misrepresentea  by  many 
as  only  showing  by  our  lives 
that  Jesus  has  made  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  our  being.  Peter's  pre¬ 
sentation  includes  a  plea  for  a 
response  to  what  Jesus  has 
done. 

The  Holy  Spirit  spoke  to 
hearts  in  conviction  as  the 
Gospel  was  clearly  shared. 
Because  of  this  Peter  was  able 
to  proclaim  two  admonitions  to 
the  people.  Verse  38  mentions 


both.  First,  it  says  "repent."  It 
means  to  turn  away  from  and 
go  in  the  opposite  direction. 

Repentance  includes  sor¬ 
row  for  sin  and  separation 
from  a  sin-filled,  past  lifestyle. 
One  might  say  that  "repen¬ 
tance  is  inward  response  to  the 
Good  News."  The  result  of 
3000  salvation  decisions 
shows  the  reliability  of  the 
Gospel  presentation. 

"Baptism"  is  the  other 
admonition  from  Peter's  invita¬ 
tion.  He  clearly  states  its  neces¬ 
sity,  not  as  a  source  of  faith  and 
salvation  but  as  an  outward 
sign  of  salvation. 

Where  repentance  is  an 
inward  sign  of  salvation,  bap¬ 
tism  is  the  outward  sign  of  that 
inward  change.  Do  not  argue! 
Both  are  important  to  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  faith. 

By  the  way,  catch  the  results 
of  a  faithful,  clear  message  of 
salvation  as  the  Holy  Spirit 
takes  that  message  and  con¬ 
victs  the  heart  of  tne  lost  sinner 
(v.  41). 

Marshall  is  pastor  of  Longview 
Heights  Church  in  Olive  Branch. 


Author  pens  'Jerks  of  the  Bible'  for  teens 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 


FSI  YMJ  PNSL  XMFQQ 
FSXBJW  FSI  XFD  ZSYT 
YMJR,  AJWNQD  N  XFD 
ZSYT  DTZ,  NSFXRZHM  FX 
DJ  MFAJ  ITSJ  NY  ZSYT  TSJ 
TK  YMJ  QJFXY  TK  YMJXJ 
RD  GWJYMWJS  DJ  MFAJ 
ITSJ  NY  ZSYT  RJ. 

RFYYMJB  YBJSYD-KNAJ: 

KTWYD 

* 

Clue:  D  -Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  /Eleven: 
Twehty-fofjf.  *  “* r''* '  '~' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Jerks  are  everywhere.  They  cut 
us  off  on  the  interstate,  take  the 
parking  space  that  was  right¬ 
fully  ours,  talk  too  loudly  dur¬ 
ing  a  movie,  hurt 
our  feelings,  and 
make  fun  of  us. 

They're  at  work 
and  at  home  and  in 
our  classes,  Bur 
clubs,  and  our 
address  books  — 
and  they're  in  the 
Bible,  author 
Margaret 
Brouillette  notes. 

In  her  book, 
"Famous  Jerks  of 
the  Bible,"  recently 
published  by 
Broadman  &  Hol¬ 
man  Publishers, 
Brouillette  intro¬ 
duces  a  familiar  cast 
of  characters,  which 
includes  Judas, 
Samson,  Saul  (father 
of  Jonathan),  and 
Jonah. 

The  book, 
penned  as  an  inter¬ 
active  Bible  study 
designed  for  teens, 
takes  a  sharp  turn 


away  from  the  familiar 
approach  to  these  classic  tales 
to  get  its  message  across. 

”lt's  a  message  of  wisdom 
and  choices,"  Brouillette  said. 
"Biblical  righteousness  doesn't 
just  happen.  The  Bible  tells  us 
to  fear  God  and  do  good. 

"I  think  there's  a  window 
between  12  and  18  [years  of  age] 
where  we  make  many  choices, 
so  that's  why  it  was  important 
for  me  to  focus  on  teens. 

For  Brouillette,  the  goal  of 
Famous  Jerks  of  the  Bible  was¬ 
n't  to  retell  the  stories  of  these 
characters,  but  to  present  them 
in  such  a  way  that  teens  could 
recognize  their  own  character 
flaws  and,  in  the  process,  learn 
how  to  be  people  of  God. 

"A  lot  of  the  character  flaws 
have  to  do  with  choices," 
Brouillette  said.  "There  are 
things  we  can  avoid,  but  I  also 
think  that  there  is  a  self-control 
issue...  an  important  issue  for 
teens." 

In  writing  the  book, 
Brouillette  saidshe  also  studied 
the  qualifications  and  character 
traits  needed  to  be  a  good 
church  leader. 

"I.  think  that  the  character 
traits  I  looked  at  in  Jerks  are  die 


opposite  [of  what  is  needed]," 
she  observed.  "These  are  peo¬ 
ple  who  broke  all  the  rules." 

In  her  book,  Brouillette 
allows  the  rule-breakers  to  tell 
their  own  stories.  Each  chapter 
takes  on  a  new  character  and  a 
new  character  flaw,  whether  it's 
Nebuchanezzar's  conceit. 
Pharaoh's  passion  for  power,  or 
Saul's  disobedience.  After  each 
character's  first-person 

account,  Brouillette  follows 
with  a  short  evaluation  and 
Bible  study. 

The  decision  to  approach  the 
book  this  way  wasn’t  an  acci¬ 
dent,  she  said. 

"I  thought  it  was  very 
important  for  me  to  try  to 
understand  what  made  that 
person  tick,"  the  author  said  of 
the  Bible  characters  discussed 
in  her  book. 

"I  really  had  to  read  and  re¬ 
read  their  stories,  because  oth¬ 
erwise  it's  very  easy  to  make 
judgments  from  outside  and 
not  understand  what  the  real 
problem  is,"  she  said. 

Understanding  the  real 
problems  and  issues  that  teens 
race  was  an  important  part  of 
why  Brouillette  wrote  Famous 
Jerks  of  the  Bible. 


"1  think  these  stories  have 
been  told  and  retold  in  a  kind 
of  classical  way...  but  these 
character  flaws  go  on  today," 
Brouillette  said.  "I  tried  very 
hard  to  be  accurate,  but  retell 
the  stories  in  a  language  we 
understand  today. 

"I  don't  think  teens  are  very 
interested  in  repeating  the 
same  pat  answers.  Life  is  gritty, 
and  God  can  meet  us  in  the 

§rit.  He's  where  the  rubber  hits 
re  road." 

Brouillette  hopes  her  book 
will  help  lead  teens  down  the 
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important  life  lessons. 

More  than  that,  she  wants 
them  to  learn  what's  important 
to  God. 

"Character  issues  matter  to 
God,"  Brouillette  said. 
"Traditions  and  human  judg¬ 
ments  don't." 

Maybe,  she  said,  the  book 
will  help  create  a  world  with  a 
few  less  jerks. 

Broadman  &  Holman  is  the 
trade  publishing  division  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  based  in  Nashville. 


Documentary  depicts  churches'  civil  rights  role 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  The 
American  civil  rights  movement  might 
have  been  played  out  on  the  buses,  streets, 
and  lunch  counters  of  the  South  —  but  it 
was  in  the  African  American  churches 
where  participants  found  the  spiritual 
strength  for  their  task. 

That  simple  premise,  often  acknowl- _ 

edged  but  rarely  explored  in  depth,  is 
the  basis  for  a  new  historical  documen¬ 
tary  produced  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  FamilyNet  subsidiary  for 
broadcast  on  affiliate  stations  of  the 
ABC  television  network. 

We  Shall  Not  Be  Moved  follows  the 
movement  through  three  pivotal  cities  in 
Alabama  —  Montgomery,  Birmingham, 
and  Selma  —  from  the  perspective  of 
churches  on  the  front  lines  of  the  struggle. 

Those  interviewed  for  the  project 
include  both  lesser-known  participants 
and  national  leaders,  including  Fred 
Shuttlesworth,  Andrew  Young, 
Benjamin  Hooks,  and  John  Lewis. 

"Here's  a  huge  historical  event,  but 
the  tremendous  role  of  the  church  rarely 

Sets  reported,"  said  Bemie  Hargis,  pro- 
ucer  and  director  of  the  documentary. 
"Everybody  that  we  interviewed  is 
saying  the  church  is  the  movement.  If  it 
hadn't  been  for  the  church  there  would 
be  no  movement,"  he  said. 

The  one-hour  documentary,  produced 
by  FamilyNet  in  conjunction  with  the 
Interfaith  Broadcast  Commission,  is 
being  distributed  this  month  to  ABC 
affiliates  for  broadcast  at  their  discretion 
through  mid-December. 

Because  of  the  depth  of  content,  a 
two-hour  version  featuring  materials 
from  other  key  cities  in  the  civil  rights 
movement  is  being  prepared  forp rime- 
time  airing  on  the  Hallmark  Channel 
early  next  year. 

Hargis  said  the  documentary  actually 
grew  out  of  a  project  examining  the 
'  country's  historic  churches,  but  ptoduo- 
ers  quickly  realized  the  churches  associ- 
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ated  with  the  civil  rights  movement  war¬ 
ranted  a  focus  of  their  own. 

The  story  begins  in  Montgomery,  with 
the  call  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  as  pastor 
of  the  historic  Dexter  Avenue  Baptist 
Church.  A  Boston  University  graduate  con¬ 
sidered  by  many  to  be  wormy  of  a  more 
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prestigious  pulpit.  King  saw  the  pastorate 
as  an  opportunity  to  grow  and  work 
towaE^mau^tion  of  his  Ph.D. 

ThnHHHB  a  young  woman  named 
Rosa  Parks  h^move  to  the  back  of  a  bus 
kjf£Mdtf|j|lhe  firestorm  that  brought  dra¬ 
matic  cnanges  in  both  his  life  and  the 
nation,  the  documentary  recounts. 

King  was  chosen  as  leader  of  an  organi¬ 
zation  of  pastors  and  community  activists 
known  as  the  Montgomery  Improvement 
Association,  and  the  boycott  they  led,  car¬ 
ried  out  by  thousands  of  people  in  the 
pews,  became  what  one  leader  called  "one 
of  the  most  powerful  single  protests  that 
the  world  has  ever  seen." 

"The  civil  rights  movement,  as  has  been 
said,  is  no  more  than  a  series  of  prayer  meet¬ 
ings,"  Michael  Thurmond,  the  current  pastor 
otDexter  Avenue,  says  in  the  documentary. 

"At  least  in  Montgomery,  it  was  no 
more  than  a  series  of  prayer  meetings  and 
preaching  and  sermons  which  inspired 
people  to  protest,"  he  said. 

In  Birmingham,  it  was  the  courageous 
Fred  Shuttlesworth,  pastor  of  Bethel 
Baptist  Church,  who  lea  weekly  meetings 
in  churches  throughout  the  city  to  prepare 
the  community  for  to  take  its  stance. 

It  was  also  m  Birmingham  that  some  of 
the  most  violent  backlash  occurred,  from 
the  firehoses  and  nightsticks  turned  on 
nonviolent  protestors  by  police  to  the 
bombing  of  Shuttleswortn's  own  home. 

Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in 
Birmingham  had  become  a  center  for  the 
movement  because  it  had  one  of  the  city's 
largest  sanctuaries. 

On  Sept.  15, 1963,  four  girls  left  Sunday 
School  early  to  prepare  for  their  part  in  a 
youth  day  service  at  the  church,  according 
to  those  who  were  there.  A  horrific  bomb 
made  martyrs  of  them  at  10:22  a.m. 

Alabama  authorities  have  attempted 
over  the  last  several  years  to  bring  the 
bombers  to  justice,  despite  the  time  lapse. 

For  information  on  local  broadcast 
dates  and  times,  contact  your  local  ABC 
television  affiliate. 
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